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Abstract 
 
State-of-the-art performance on author profiling (e.g., gender and age) for English in social media is 

around 80%, or even higher. I will present systems that yield those results, but I will also question the 
reliability of such figures. Specifically, I will show that the same reasons why these models work are also the 
cause of serious performance drops when we change, even moderately, domain or topic. If we create 
conditions to bypass such powerful but at the same time limiting clues, we might be able to identify features 
that are indeed more relevant for profiling, and we will build more portable systems. I will describe 
experiments in this direction, exploring whether portability can be stretched even into a cross-language 
setting. I will also compare these flexible models to human performance in quite an interesting way! 
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